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Editors’ Comment
Welcome to ENNZ Volume 2, Issue No. 5. This issue showcases two recent books
exploring aspects of Australasian ecology. Tom Brooking reviews Libby Robin’s new
book, How a Continent Created a Nation, and highlights its applicability to New
Zealand environmental history, while Charles Dawson reviews David Young’s
recently published book, Whio: Saving New Zealand’s Blue Duck. Benedict Taylor also
reports on a conference held earlier this year in Christchurch by the Australian
Forest History Society, ‘Trans-Tasman Forest History’. A recent announcements
for post-doctoral research positions and an upcoming one-day symposium on the
fascinating scientific polymath James Hector round out the issue.

About Us
This Newsletter aims to provide a forum for debate on environmental topics and
details of upcoming events, including conferences, books, seminars, etc. If you want
to contribute articles or reviews of exhibitions or books, or want your details added
to the Member’s List, please contact:
James Beattie
jbeattie@waikato.ac.nz
Dr. James Beattie
Department of History
University of Waikato
Private Bag 3105
Hamilton 3240
Ph: 07 838 4466 Ext 6459
Thanks to Dr Libby Robin, the Australian National University and the Fenner School of
Environment and Society for hosting this site.
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Conference Review:
2007: Australian Forest History Conference: ‘TransTasman Forest History’
Benedict Taylor
The seemingly straightforward rubric, ‘Trans-Tasman Forest History’ belied the
variety and complexity of the landscapes and ideas explored at the Australian
Forest History Society conference held in early 2007. The Society’s conferences,
of which this was the seventh, have always attracted delegates from New Zealand,
so in the spirit of reciprocity, this year’s was held in Christchurch from 29 January
to 2 February and was followed by a three-day study tour of the West Coast of the
South Island.
It is difficult to distil the essence of a conversation, let alone a conference,
particularly one with delegates from such diverse walks of life. For more than a
week, historians, foresters, sociologists, geographers, ecologists and
conservationists all rubbed shoulders and exchanged ideas, with genial collegiality.
The great value of such a gathering is obvious, but boiling it down into a few
hundred works is far from easy.
Perhaps the best way to draw together some of the many threads woven,
unpicked and chased over the course of the week is to consider how they all relate
to one interest indubitably held in common by all present: the life of the forest,
understood in the broadest sense. Seen in this light, the conference can be read as a
kind of biography of the forest.
Forest ecologists have uncovered a great deal about the life cycles of forests.
Environmental historians, amongst others, have complemented this work,
revealing much of the cycles – and discontinuities – of human life within the forest,
but also extending our understandings of the life of the forest. With Paul Star we
were present at the birth of exotic forests, on the Canterbury Plains. With Stephen
Legg we witnessed the widespread creation of private forests in nineteenth century
Victoria, while as Kirstie Ross showed in her paper on the origins of Arbor Day in
New Zealand, the birth of a single tree can be an event freighted with much moral
baggage.
Others set about the task of reconstructing the lives of those who lived,
worked and fought in the forests. Paul Mahoney and Jo Wylie focussed on the
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relics of those lives, the material culture of timber working, and showed how it is
possible to make old forest tram lines and rusted tools give up their stories. Tessa
Mahony challenged forest historians to deal with the rich testimony of timber
workers’ themselves in their telling and re-telling of forest history, a field in which
it is all too easy to cast some as the ‘heroes’ and others as ‘villains’. Sue Feary, on
the other hand, in her paper on social justice in the forest, reminded us that,
sometimes, it is important not to forget which are which.
A number of speakers introduced us to the lives of special forests. Max
Bourke guided us through the history of arboreta in Australia, while Jeremy Thin
turned the spotlight onto one particular arboretum, the conference site itself (the
University of Canterbury) where the brutal contours of modernist architecture
have been “softened” by the planting of an extensive arboretum. Guest speaker
Brian Molloy then offered a fascinating insider’s account of the history of a very
special little piece of urban forest in Christchurch, Riccarton Bush. James Beattie
discussed trees in urban space too, positioning them not only in space, but also in
the attitudes of New Zealand settlers towards geography, conservation, and health.
While the health of people is certainly related to the health of forests, it is a
relationship that has, sadly, been all too infrequently recognised, and many forests
have been lost as a result. The ‘death’ of forests was discussed by a number of
speakers. Timothy Jetson documented the “desecration” of the native forests of
Cradle Mountain and Lake St Clair in Tasmania, while Mark Butz presented
dramatic photographic evidence of the havoc wreaked by wildfire on the Uriarra
Forest, near Canberra.
Trees and forests, however, do enjoy an ‘afterlife’ of a sort. A number of
speakers, including Brett Stubbs and Jane Lennon, teased out the reincarnation of
forests, their transformation into timber products and the movements of these
products around Australasia and the world. These movements tell their own
stories; for instance, taking the papers of Stubbs and Geoff Park together, it is
possible to link butter boxes in the New South Wales dairy trade with imperial
demands for naval timber and Mäori demands for British muskets to explain the
demise of New Zealand’s beautiful kahikatea forests.
Finally, just as these timber products were, and are, embedded in an
international market, so too was, and is, there an intellectual economy of ideas
about forests. Michael Roche and John Dargavel, in their joint paper on forestry
education in Australia and New Zealand, challenged the conventional assumption
that these ideas only radiated out from the imperial metropolises, and traced a
number of surprising connections between the forest elites of the so-called
peripheries. Matthew Hatvanny, on the other hand, drew on history, geography
and ecology in an intriguing paper to demonstrate the transnational movements of
‘folk’ environmental knowledge.
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Understanding the lives, or biographies, of forests is a difficult business.
Much of the problem comes down to representations of past forests, and many
papers tackled these problems of methodology. This task is particularly challenging
in post-colonial societies such as Australia and New Zealand, where environmental
disturbance has been so rapid and intense. In such places, as Geoff Park pointed out
in his stimulating key-note address, “bench-marks” in time are often used by
conservationists in order to understand the dramatic changes in biota in the past,
following colonisation and in the present, to define conservation goals. These
benchmarks can be misleading, however, as Park showed; by the time the Treaty
of Waitangi was signed in 1840, the customary benchmark in many areas of
northern New Zealand – its coastal kahiketea forests – had been logged.
The problems of reconstructed landscape were picked up again later in the
conference, and the question of methods was particularly scrutinised. Lawrence
Niewojt furthered illustrated the complexities of this problem in his paper on the
pre-colonial firestick farming of the forests of the Otway ranges in Victoria. Tim
Long and Glenn Mitchell approached the problem from a different angle, and
discussed the advantages and challenges of using art history in the reconstruction of
a landscape. Jenny Mills explored forests on canvass, too, in her paper on Western
Australian artist, Elizabeth Blair Barber. Maps, also, can be a problematic source of
information, as Sybil Jack pointed out in her paper early Australasian surveying.
Despite these problems with individual approaches, taken together, these papers
showed the increasing sophistication of work in this area.
Some of the best aspects of the conference were the many opportunities to
experience the life of the forest first-hand. In addition to the trip to Riccarton
Bush, the conference was treated to an excursion to Banks Peninsula, while many
delegates stayed on for the study tour following the conference. The latter
expeditions were ably led by Eric Pawson, a geographer professor from the
University of Canterbury. Eric’s expertise gave participants a wonderful
opportunity to read, up-close, the biographies, not just of the forests of the West
Coast, but indeed of many of the South Island’s beautiful environments. This
journey through such memorable landscape was a fitting conclusion to a
memorable conference.
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Book Review:
Libby Robin, How a Continent Created a Nation,
University of New South Wales Press, Sydney,
2007, 258 pp.,
ISBN 978 0 86840 891 0.
Tom Brooking
Paul Star, Lynn Lochhead, Julian Kuzma, James Beattie and David Young, amongst
others, have tried to relate the growing desire to preserve and conserve New
Zealand’s landscape, flora and fauna from the late nineteenth century, to the search
for a more distinctive New Zealand identity. Other scholars, including Peter
Gibbons, Francis Pound, Michael Dunn and more recently Mark Williams and Jane
Stafford, have described and analysed the way in which writers and painters
attempted to relate their increasingly strong attachment to this place and its
particular landscape in their poetry, short stories, novels, paintings, sketches and
photographs. Gibbons summarises writing relating to landscape and scenery as
constituting a ‘literature of occupation’ which assisted colonists in appropriating
Mäori land for settlement. The art historians Pound and Dunn, like literary
historians Williams and Stafford, have been a little gentler in their interpretations
and judge the artistic outputs of this era as being of significant worth, but all agree
that artists of the time attempted to come to terms with a new land in the process
of colonisation.
In her excellent new book, How a Continent Created a Nation, historian of
science Libby Robin pushes such analysis much further by connecting the search for
national identity with shifts in scientific and ecological understanding. And she
brings the story right up to the present rather than abandoning the subject in the
late 1930s. She thereby manages to connect environmental and cultural history in a
manner which would have delighted C.P. Snow. Perhaps because she works in an
institution peopled largely by scientists, she realises better than those of us located
in the world of humanities, that the gap between science and the arts desperately
needs bridging at this time of environmental crisis.
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Robin begins by suggesting that Australians need to get over their ‘biological
cringe’ and learn to live with and celebrate the limits of their island continent,
rather than try to remake it into something it could never be. She moves on to
trace the development of those sciences which most closely observed the
Australian natural world: geology, botany, zoology (especially ornithology), and,
from the 1930s, ecology.
Starting with Federation and the search for a national flower she reveals that
Australians of the early twentieth century realised that their landscapes, fauna and
flora helped make the place distinctive and tried hard to inculcate that idea into
children’s minds through tree planting on Arbor Day, undertaking trips to the bush
for nature study, promoting the wattle as a national symbol and introducing ‘Bird
days’ (an innovation unique to Australia). From 1909, The Gould League
encouraged bird watching rather than egg taking as practised designed to make
Australians proud of their natural heritage. Founders of this organisation hoped
that they would thereby counter negative British publicity about Australia’s ‘odd’,
primitive and inferior animals and plants. Whereas the wattle lost currency despite
its strong associations with the horrific losses of the First World War, Bird Day
went from strength to strength, except (perhaps predictably) in Queensland.
Robin then moves on to show how scientists like Jock Marshall at Monash
University in Melbourne from the 1960s, and earlier pioneer zoologists such as
William Hay Caldwell at Sydney, in association with museums, helped Australians
better understand marsupials. Concerted research in the field and display in
museum enabled the public to appreciate the special qualities of kangaroos,
wombats and platypuses et al., instead of dismissing them as primitive examples of
failed biological experiments. Before returning to this story, though, Robin looks
at a counter point to the growing engagement with and celebration of the
indigenous: the obsession with using the empty outback which persuaded
governments to assist pastoralists in moving merino sheep into marginal farming
areas, often with catastrophic results for local flora and fauna.
Australians, including the famous historian Keith Hancock (who seemed to
ignore the environmental lessons of the 1890s), took much national pride from this
attempt to create a neo-Europe in a hostile and alien landscape. By the late 1990s,
however, just as had happened a century before, more frequent drought and falling
prices made this activity unviable. The powerful romance associated with it, as in
New Zealand, lingers on in film and tourist promotions, but remains mismatched
with this ancient land of degraded soils and frequent droughts.
Robin returns to the indigenous by examining the collection of unusual and
unique specimens for museums. Sir Colin Mackenzie in the 1930s proved
instrumental in developing his comparative anatomy collection into the basis of the
new Commonwealth museum collections in Canberra. This enterprise languished
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until the 1970s when the need to conserve rapidly diminishing numbers of plant
and animal species became urgent. Only then could ecologists, botanists and
zoologists begin to turn their attention away from ‘useful’ and applied research. In
the process of redesigning the museum so that it did not separate science from
society as in say the Museum of Science in Kensington, London, overtly scientific
displays of specimens and technology have been removed. Principles rather than
artefacts are displayed in addition to exhibitions on the relationships between
people and the land, much to the chagrin of conservative critics like Keith
Windschuttle.
Robin switches back to understanding the natural world of Australia by
showing how a greater appreciation of both the vast interior desert and the tropical
north, have been integrated into a more broadly defined national identity. In each
case greater understanding of these distinctive environments has made some of the
public aware that these vast areas are not truly empty and, in their unaltered state,
serve invaluable environmental functions. Robin then discusses the attempt to
sustain what is exceptional about Australia through the development of
conservation biology, a field in which Australia leads the world.
Congratulations seem in order at this point but Robin desists from
comforting celebration by pointing out that the modern conservationist
perspective has its limits too, especially its tendency to reduce its focus to
microscopically specialist levels; a propensity which often leads to an obsession
with individual species and neglect of the broader good of the environment. Like
other sciences, conservation biology is also inclined to suffer from dogmatic
certainties and needs to be subjected to doubt and critical thinking like all forms of
knowledge. Robin acknowledges that much of this new understanding is being
made available to a wider audience by successful popularisers like Timothy
Flannery, but suggests that far too little conversation occurs between conservation
biologists and historians. Too often scientists remain uninterested in human history
with its many examples of sustainable and unsustainable practice. Too often, she
notes, conservation biologists talk in terms of ‘new’ crisis when most crises have
occurred earlier in Australia’s human history. Because such conversations do not
occur, conservation biologists often end up reinventing the wheel unnecessarily.
On the other hand, she points out, many historians are equally culpable in deciding
that it is simply too hard to bridge the gap between such specialist fields replete
with their impenetrable language and reductionist agendas. These criticisms
pertain as much to New Zealand as Australia.
Robin finishes her discussion by moving back to the time of Federation and
the popular children’s story, Dot and the Kangaroo. Its author, Ethel Pedley, hoped
to induce a love of country in Australian children which would enable future
generations to feel more comfortable in their new ‘home’ and so treat the land
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with more care. Robin moves on to suggest that because Australia’s natural world
continued to be contrasted with a European ‘other’, the construction of Australian
nature thereafter became somewhat ‘unnatural’. Simplistic environmental
determinism emerged as nationalist sentiment deepened in the late twentieth
century. Overweighting the indigenous at the expense of the exotic led to the
demonising of all introduced plants and animals. In some ways Robin suggests that
arguing Australian plants and animals are ‘superior’ to those from elsewhere is not
so different from Nazi doctrine about the superiority of everything German. In
viewing the world in this way nature easily becomes disconnected from society.
This alarming tendency, she notes, has been worsened by some conservationists
who employ militarist language like that used by earlier scientists in their ‘fight
against nature’, to condemn anyone who does not defend the indigenous. As
conservationists come to occupy the high moral ground they have replaced the
idealised folk hero, the ‘battler on the land’, with the ‘battler conservationist’.
Robin concludes by pointing out that Australians have always lived on the
coastal periphery of their island continent and turned their backs on their vast
interior. When they have thought about the outback it has been in romantic and
unrealistic terms suggesting that it was some kind of magical place where a
distinctive, tough ethos emerged in opposition to harsh nature. Not surprisingly
Aboriginals have been largely excluded from such master narratives even though
they have been in Australia long enough to have lived through many major natural
cycles and are able to humanise geological time scales. Instead of learning from
these long-term residents, however, Australians glamorised the white settler on
the land, thereby eschewing countless millennia of environmental learning. The
settler story is one of war with the land rather than living in harmony with it.
Consequently, Australians have struggled to feel at ‘home’ in an environment very
different from Britain and Europe. Only by developing a ‘natural nation’ can this
disjunction be overcome. Australians, according to Robin, must learn to live at
peace with their distinctive natural world and draw inspiration from it as well as
from sport and military prowess. Impending environmental crisis, hastened by
chronic drought and water shortage, may force such a rethink as caring for the
environment becomes crucial to economic and social survival. Australia will have
to become sustainable before other places if human settlement hopes to continue at
some level of comfort. The key to finding a truly ‘national’ voice on the global
stage lies, therefore, in developing a ‘deep, locally grounded understanding of its
variable and uncertain environments.’
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Book Review:
David Young, Whio: Saving New Zealand’s Blue

Duck, Craig Potton Publishers, Nelson, 2006, 152
pp., ISBN 978 1 877333 46 0.
Charles Dawson
There’s plenty for everyone in Whio. People engaged in conservation projects
directly, ecologists, those working on conservation policy or history, Treaty issues
or ornithology will find this book rewarding, while the general reader will marvel
at how far New Zealand scientists have come in their understanding of bird life,
habitat and care in the last three decades. As in Young’s excellent recent history of
conservation Our Islands, Ourselves, Whio is both accessible and rigorous, moving
from the source material to contextualise, probe and (no easy task) elucidate
current conservation practice and policy, and bring stories of achievement and
possibility to life. Whio’s publication points to a rising interest in species recovery;
the book was sponsored to catch this and raise the profile of this threatened species
(though Young points out his views are his ands not the sponsors). In Whio he turns
our gaze to a species facing extinction by stealth.
The blue duck itself flies low on the radar of public consciousness. Its first
public foray was the Planning Tribunal’s 1990 decision on the Whanganui River’s
flow level:
for the first time the whio was given a level of exposure as a taonga (treasure)
of the river that no other case had achieved. So at last, the cryptic blue duck
paddled into public view as a crucial indicator species, an expression of the
health of our rivers’ (64).
This book is about far more than the whio alone. In crafting a ‘social history’ of the
whio, Young demonstrates how ecological projects require an equally holistic
approach across all elements, from management and political support in
Wellington, to good relationships with Māori, farmers, hunters, power companies
and local government. There is a lot of collaboration required: ‘coordination of the
captive-rearing programme embraces some 16 different agencies other than DoC
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[Department of Conservation]’ (93). One of the book’s strengths is its revealing
engagement with the myriad of workers and researchers captivated by whio. We
read of translocation efforts in Taranaki and Kahurangi National Parks, of DOC
workers’ dread at the emails over coming weeks that mark another loss to stoats,
and the advances in tracking, monitoring and ecosystem assessment over the last 30
years, as well as the support for whio recovery and protection from hunters in
Fiordland and elsewhere.
If the whio skimmed into public consciousness in a Planning Tribunal
decision about Whanganui River levels, local Mäori and conservation issues and
the generation of electric power, then Young’s chapter on that case and its
aftermath is required reading for anyone involved in the Treaty sector for an
account of how the judicial or political imprimatur lives on after its release.
An indicator species, the whio is one marker of how ‘second-tier’
endangered species are also under extreme threat. The book is a testament to the
many workers and volunteers who have fought against mustelid and mega-project,
battling the whio’s slide into extinction. This work (and the blasted stoats) has
helped prompt a shift from the single-species approach to ‘a recovery programme
that aims to save entire communities of animals and plants within a particular area’
(132).
Paul Jansen suggests the aim of much of this tireless work should be a level of
population that would survive 20 years without any management intervention
(132). There is still a long way to go. This attractive, compelling and sobering
study of whio should sit on the bookshelf of anyone interested in that journey. As
Young notes,
The blue duck’s call will come to signify entire and intact communities of
insects, plants and other birds living as they have always lived in an ecological
relationship. For the whio’s crisis is emblematic of what ails not only its habitat
but also the way we live – blindly and unsustainably – in these islands (138).
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Post-doctoral Research Positions:
Global Center of Excellence
(Global COE), Program of "Global Eco-Risk
Management from Asian Viewpoints", Yokohama
National University, Japan.
A. OUTLINE OF THE FELLOWSHIP:
The purpose of the fellowship is to provide opportunities for young postdoctoral
researchers to conduct research with leading research groups in Yokohama
National University in cooperation with National Institute for Environmental
Studies under the Global COE program "Global Eco-Risk Management from Asian
Viewpoints" supported by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan (for details, see http://risk.kan.ynu.ac.jp/gcoe;
http://www.ynu.ac.jp/jinji/jin75_E.html).
Postdoctoral research positions are open to any candidate who fulfils the listed
academic requirements below regardless of gender or nationality.
B. RESEARCH FIELDS:
Any research field of Ecology and Environmental Sciences related to the above
research projects of Eco-Risk Management such as (i) formation of research
network between Japan and foreign countries, (ii) protection of biodiversity, (iii)
risk management of toxic chemicals, (iv) environmental risk management, (v)
constructing international information platform, (vi) practical environmental
sciences and technologies, and (vii) environmental law and policy.
C. FELLOW ELIGIBILITY:
Each candidate for the Fellowship must hold a doctorate degree when the
Fellowship goes into effect.
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D. NUMBER OF FELLOWSHIPS AWARDED:
Approximately 8 Fellowships will be granted.
E. DURATION AND COMMENCEMENT OF THE FELLOWSHIP:
Fellowships are awarded for a period of 6 months (for the 1st fiscal year of 2007),
and 12 months (from the 2nd fiscal year). Fellowships are renewed every year
under the screening of the Global COE steering committee, and successful
candidates will be awarded the Fellowships until March 31, 2012.
F. RESEARCH INSTITUTION:
Graduate School of Environment and Information Sciences, Yokohama National
University, 79-7 Tokiwadai, Hodogaya-ku, Yokohama 240-8501, Japan.
G. TERMS OF AWARD:
Salary, insurance and other allowances are as per the Global COE norms.
H. APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR THE PROGRAM:
1. Materials to be prepared:
(1) Curriculum vitae.
(2) List of research results such as:
a. Original papers;
b. Papers of international conference and/or symposium;
c. Review papers;
d. Books;
e. Patents;
f. Database;
g. Others.
(3) Three reprints or copies of your principal publications;
(4) Summary of your previous research experiences in about 1,000 words;
(5) Research proposal with regard to the Global COE program in about 1,000
words. (The content of the Global COE program can be accessed at
http://risk.kan.ynu.ac.jp/gcoe/)
(6) The name and contact details of one academic referee who can evaluate your
achievements;
(7) Your contact information (Address, Institution, Phone, Fax, and Email);
2. Applications start from August 1st 2007 (until February 29th 2008).
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I. SELECTION PROCESS AND NOTIFICATION:
1. Selection process:
Screening is conducted by the Global COE administrative committee based on the
two criteria listed below.
(1) The research results are excellent, and it is assumed that the candidate has
enough ability to perform the research in the Global COE program as an
independent researcher.
(2) The research plan is concrete, and it is expected that the candidate will obtain
excellent results in the Global COE program.
2. Notification of selection results:
Notification of the selection results will be made in writing to the candidate as
soon as after the screening process.
J. HANDLING OF PERSONAL INFORMATION:
With regard to personal information contained in the application materials, it shall
be strictly controlled in accordance with laws to protect personal information held
by Yokohama National University's rule of protecting personal information.
K. CONTACT and MATERIALS TO BE SENT TO:
Dr. Hiroyuki Matsuda, Professor, Leader of the Global COE program.
79-7 Tokiwadai, Hodogaya-ku, Yokohama 240-8501, Japan.
Phone & Fax: +80-45-339-4362
Email: matsuda@ynu.ac.jp
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Symposium:
JAMES HECTOR SYMPOSIUM
Soundings Theatre, Te Papa,
Cable Street, Wellington
Thursday 8 November 2007

9.00 am: Session 1
Opening by the Acting High Commissioner for Canada
James Hector’s life and legacy (Simon Nathan)
Establishing the Foundations of Hector's Career (Peter Hector)
James Hector in Otago (Tony Hocken)
10.15 am:

Morning tea

10.45 am: Session 2
The Hector Geological Survey (Ian Speden)
'A complete typical museum of reference': The Colonial Museum
under James Hector 1865-1903 (Conal McCarthy)
Job Security and Gentlemanly Science: James Hector as the founder
and manager of the New Zealand Institute (Francis Lucian Reid)
15

ENNZ: Environment and
Nature in New Zealand
12.15:

Lunch

1.15 pm: Session 3
Early days of the University of New Zealand (Tim Beaglehole)
Establishing New Zealand time, weather forecasting and observatories
(Jock Phillips)
James Hector’s contribution to biology (George Gibson)
Hector and vertebrate fossils (Ewan Fordyce)
2.35 pm: Afternoon tea

3.05 pm: Session 4
Hector and the Wellington Botanic Gardens (Winsome Shepherd & Walter
Cook)
James Hector and the Ratanui estate (John Adam)
A family perspective of James Hector (Chris Hector)
Panel discussion: James Hector’s legacy to New Zealand science

5.00 pm:

Closing of symposium

6.00 pm:

Free public lecture, Soundings Theatre:

“Buried alive at Kicking Horse Pass: the remarkable exploits
of James Hector”
(Hamish Campbell)
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For more information, see: http://www.phanza.org.nz/hector.pdf
Or, contact:
Dr. Simon Nathan
Tel:+64 4 384 5444
Email: s.nathan@xtra.co.nz

Alexander Turnbull Library

This conference is jointly sponsored by:
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