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he natural sciences have been integral to 
the modern production, trade and 
consumption of wine since the mid-19th 

century. This role has extended from finding 
that yeasts are the source of the apparent 
alchemy of grape fermentation to tailoring wine 

styles to drinkers’ sensory preferences. And, 
from combating American Vitis mildews and 
vine-feeding insects that spread in European 
(and non-European) Vitis vinifera vineyards, to 
controlling vinifera crop yields through trellising 
and pruning practices, soil fertilisation and 
watering regimes.  

ine studies in the humanities and 
social sciences engages cognate 
fields concerned with society, 

culture and place in the past and the present, 
and crosses several disciplinary boundaries. Yet 
little of this research emphasises the 
vitivinicultural sciences or scientists. Is this 
because of different audiences for the 
research? Or, are there epistemological barriers 
that cannot be breached between studies of 
culture and scientific inquiry? What is to be 
gained from attention to the vitivinicultural 
sciences among historians, anthropologists, 
sociologists, geographers, business and tourism 
scholars or specialists of language and culture in 
old or new lands of wine production or 
consumption? How do wine economists 
approach the viticultural sciences in their 
research? Are viticultural and enological science 
and scientists interested in literature produced 
in the humanities and social sciences?  

ithin the context of a shared 
academic, industry and public 
awareness of the human dominance 

of planetary systems that include and influence 
vitiviniculture this conference is themed around 
the intersections and collisions between 
conceptions of culture and science as they 
relate to wine worlds. What is the significance 
and status of grape and wine sciences in 
contemporary wine studies scholarship based in 
the humanities and social sciences? Is it 
necessary, or even possible, to re-entangle the 
catalysts, origins, politics or processes of the 
relationship between formal scientific 
knowledge and informal expertise or savoir-
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faire (Fr. know-how) in the modern grape-wine-
complex? How is grape and wine science 
connected with human activity that is the 
purview of the humanities and social sciences 
from labor practices to identity performances of 
consumption? 

bstract proposals are invited from 
members of the international 
community of interest in wine studies to 

address the theme for this meeting, or to 
submit proposals for other work in progress. 
The conference will be organised as a single-
stream of presentations and workshops over 
two days followed by a Napa Valley field trip on 
day three. Postgraduate students are 
encouraged to attend to present their research 
and to network with established scholars.  

 

The 1950s ushered in a new generation of American-
Australian collaboration in the grape and wine sciences. In 
this image: Western Australian state viticulturalist Bill 
Jameson (left) and Professor Harold P. Olmo, from the 
Viticulture & Enology Department, University of California, 
Davis, judging at the Perth Wine Show. Source: The West 
Australian, 27 September 1955; photographer unknown 
[Westpix]. 

VENUE: The Shields Library houses the world’s 
largest archival collections dedicated to science, 
industry and journalism of vitiviniculture. This 
event will include a tour of Library collections 
and of the Robert Mondavi Institute 
(https://rmi.ucdavis.edu/). 

HOSTED BY:  Julie McIntyre, Wine Studies 
Research Network, The University of Newcastle, 
Australia, and the Wine Collections team at the 
Shields Library, UC Davis during Dr McIntyre's 
Fulbright program at the Shields Library. 

PROPOSALS DUE:  Paper presentations will be 
20 minutes in length in three-paper sessions of 
1.5 hours to allow for questions and discussion. 
Please email abstract proposals of no more than 
300 words with a biographical note of 
maximum 300 words to 
julie.mcintyre@newcastle.edu.au by 5pm, 30 
November 2019 (California time) with WINE 
STUDIES in the subject line. 

RESULTS ADVISED:  6 December 2019  

DRAFT PROGRAM:  20 December 2019 

FINAL PROGRAM:  23 January 2020 

EVENT DATE:  Thursday 6 February & Friday 7 
February 2020 (panel presentations & 
convivium: our traditional sharing of research-
relevant wine), Saturday 8 February 2020 (field 
trip to Napa, Ca.) 

COST:  A small fee for catering, program and 
field trip; $ to be advised; student rates 
available 

ACCOMMODATION: To be organised & self-
funded by participants; advice after review 
process   
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